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B TheSource, the thuggish hip-hop
magazine under attack from all sides,
snarled its wayinto 50 Cent's opening-
weekend hype for Get Rich or Die Tryin',
Radio station Hot 97 greeted the movie
with a blitz of promotions tagged “A
G-Unit Weekend.” Meanwhile, barking
from every citynewsstand, the November
Source has 50 Centand his labelmates
onacover headlined “G-Unot! Is Corpor-
ate Rap's Top Unit Fading Fast?" Spread-
ingtheattack, a separate article accuses
Hot97 D) Funkmaster Flex of payola.

When 50 Cent himself showed up
inthe Hot 97 studio of Funkmaster Flex on
arecent Thursday-evening shift, the pair
spent precious airtime stoking the feud. 1
gottaask you about this wack rapper Ben-
zino,” Funkmaster Flex said, referring to
The Source co-owner Raymond Scott
by his performing name, Hearingit, 50
Cent began to murmur menacingly.

Afew days later, onallhiphop.com,
Scottupped the ante, asserting that
Flex “talks alot of trash [on the air] and
when heleaves, he hasa group of security
== guards, butone

dayheisgoingto
slip, and when
wedo collide you
are going 1o hear
aboutit.”

People really do get hurtfor less
beef than this, especiallyaround Hot 97,
where broadcast taunts have preceded
flying bullets, and especiallyaround 7he
Source,which has picked countless
fights sinceits birth in 1988, Butgiven
the number of hits they're taking—tens
of millions in credit claims and lawsuits,
arrests, even murder charges against key
staffers—it's amazing that Scott, fellow
co-owner David Mays, and rookie editor
Dasun Allah can put outa mapazine at
all. Just keeping track of the major court
cases advancing this month is a task.

On November 30, 2 Los Angeles
Superior Court judge will reviewan ar-
bitrator's ruling that The Source must pay
$7.5 million to CD-DVD distributor Image
Entertainment. The company says two
hip-hop compilations it paid Source En-
tertainment to produce »»Huntar p2g
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